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1. Informations générales : 

Titre du cours : Frontlines in Global Arms Regulation: Geopolitics, Actors, and Emerging Threats. 

NOM de 
l’enseignant·e : 

Nicolas FLORQUIN, PhD 
Head of Data & Analytics,  
Small Arms Survey, IHEID, 
Genève. 
Chercheur Associé, CESICE, 
UGA-Sciences Po Grenoble 

Semestre : ☐Spring 
☐ 

Public visé : 

(flexible mais préférence 
2ème année du fait de 
l’exigence méthodologique 
(voir section 3)) 
☐ 1ère année 
☐X 2ème année 
☐X 1ère année et 2ème année 

Langue : 
☐ français 
☐X anglais 

Nombre maximal 
d’étudiant·es : 

☐ 20 
☐ 30 
☐X 40 
☐ 50 
☐ Pas de maximum 

Organisation 
du cours : 

☐ 9 séances de 2h sur 9 semaines 
☐ 12 séances de 1h30 sur 12 semaines 
☐X 12 séances de 1h30 sur 6 
semaines 
☐ 6 séances de 3h sur 12 semaines 

 
2. Résumé du cours : 

This course focuses on the 'frontlines' of international conventional arms control and the challenge of illicit 
small arms and light weapons (SALW) proliferation in a context of growing geopolitical turbulence. It adopts a 
practitioner's perspective to examine global security through data collection, multi-sectoral partnerships, and 
multilateral policy. Students will build practical skills in data triangulation, tracing techniques, and the drafting 
and delivery of policy memos using real-world case studies from Ukraine, Libya, and the Caribbean. 

 
3. Pré-requis éventuels : 

No specific prior course in International Relations or Law is required. However, students should have a strong 
interest in global security issues and a basic proficiency in data analysis. Specifically, students should be 
comfortable using Excel (or similar spreadsheet software) for basic data entry, simple formulas, and creating 
charts to support their policy recommendations during technical exercises. 

 
4. Modalités de contrôle des connaissances et des compétences envisagées : 

Continuous assessment 
• Participation and quizzes on assigned readings and lectures (20%): Engagement in discussions and 

short knowledge checks. 
• In-class group exercises (30%) (technical tracing or role-playing simulation): A practical group 

exercise on ammunition identification or tracing data analysis. 
• Final assignment (50%): A 3-page professional brief recommending a policy response to a specific 

proliferation or violence challenge. 
 

 
5. Description détaillée du cours (facultatif) 

By taking this course, the students will be able to: 
• Understand the mechanics of arms trafficking and the global SALW control architecture. 
• Gain practical experience with research methods for identifying and tracing illicit weapons and 

ammunition. 
• Analyse the multi-dimensional impacts of armed violence (public health, gender, socio-economic 

costs). 
• Produce actionable policy recommendations for a diplomatic or professional audience. 

 

https://www.smallarmssurvey.org/who_we_are/our_team/nicolas-florquin
https://cesice.univ-grenoble-alpes.fr/nicolas-florquin
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Séance Thème Contenu / Cas d'étude 

1 Introduction Global trends in lethal violence and SALW proliferation. 

2 
New technologies and emerging 
threats 

New technologies and the rise of privately made SALW (e.g. 3D 
printing, drones and improvised explosive devices). 

3 
Geopolitics and the international 
conventional arms control 
architecture 

Main instruments (UN Programme of Actions, Firearms 
Protocol, Arms Trade Treaty, Global Framework on 
Ammunition) and challenges to SALW control in a shifting 
geopolitical landscape. 

4 Weapons instrumentality 
How weapon types influence the lethality and nature of 
violence. Live quiz and data exercises. 

5 
Research methods I: Data for SALW 
control  

SKILL DEVELOPMENT –Practical group exercise: identifying 
ammunition markings from images (Libya case study) to detect 
possible arms embargo violations. 

6 Research methods II: Policy briefing 
RESTITUTION – Groups present and defend the results of their 
analysis of the evidence to a fictitious professional audience 
(e.g. UN Sanctions Committee).  

7 
Addressing demand and the actors 
of proliferation 

Cross-border trafficking, the collapse of state stockpiles, and 
the demand for illicit SALW among insurgents, militias, and 
civilian self-defence groups. Special focus on the Sahel and 
Libya. 

8 
Research methods III: Weapons 
profiling techniques and analysing 
illicit market price data 

Case studies and exercises with data from the Middle East, 
Europe and Afghanistan. 

9 
Case study: Patterns and mechanics 
of arms trafficking in Ukraine 

Conventional arms control in active high-intensity conflict and 
the benefits of mixed methods research to counter arms-
related disinformation. 

10 
The societal impacts of proliferation 
and misuse 

Public health perspectives on the impacts of gunshot injuries in 
the Caribbean and opportunities and challenges for integrating 
public health and law enforcement responses. 

11 
Policy simulation I: Drafting a policy 
memo 

Workshop on translating technical research into a 3-page 
actionable policy brief for diplomats. 

12 Policy simulation II: Influencing 
policy 

Final workshop: Presenting and defending policy responses. 
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