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A “mandate”? How popular is Donald Trump?
• Trump’s popular vote margin was 49.8% to 48.3%

• Trump won all 7 swing states for an Electoral College victory, 312-226

• Trump: “The beauty is that we won by so much. The mandate was massive.”

• White House web site: “After a landslide election victory in 2024, President Donald J. Trump is returning 

to the White House to build upon his previous successes and use his mandate to reject the extremist 

policies of the radical left while providing tangible quality of life improvements for the American people.”

RECENT POLLS

The Economist:   39% 

CNN:     37% 

NBC:     43% 

NY Times poll aggregator: 42%

RealClear Politics aggregator: 43%

AP/NORC:    36%



But he has ruled as a rightwing despot

“I can undo almost everything Biden did 
through executive order. And on Day One, 
much of that will be undone.” (November 
2024)

“I run the country and the world.” (April 
28, 2025)

“A lot of people are saying maybe we'd 
like a dictator, but I’m not a dictator.” 
(August 25, 2025)

141 Executive Orders in his first 100 days

212 as of November 6

Trump's Golden Crown Video Sparks Satire Amid U.S. Protests
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Lawlessness and corruption
• Abolishing congressionally 

established agencies
• Reallocating congressionally 

appropriated funds
• Pardoning his cronies and 

persecuting enemies
• Profiting from office

“Donald Trump just had the 
most lucrative year of his life. The 
president is now worth a record 
$7.3 billion, up from $4.3 billion in 
2024.” – Forbes magazine (Sept.)

Donald Trump unveiled his $TRUMP meme ...

https://www.google.com/imgres?q=trump%20meme%20coin&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Flookaside.instagram.com%2Fseo%2Fgoogle_widget%2Fcrawler%2F%3Fmedia_id%3D3548498529092238798&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fp%2FDE-zJyIif3O%2F&docid=b28rAfnUgRA9qM&tbnid=UwDj3xkbugISxM&vet=12ahUKEwiI-9e5rO2QAxUtUqQEHVuUJ64QM3oECBEQAA..i&w=1638&h=2048&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwiI-9e5rO2QAxUtUqQEHVuUJ64QM3oECBEQAA


The Trump Revolution
First edition cover

Chapeau MAGA, Chapeau Donald Trump ...

• Nativist
• Protectionist
• Anti-“woke”
• Christian 

nationalist

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Time_to_Get_Tough.jpg
https://www.google.com/imgres?q=maga%20trump%20hat&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fm.media-amazon.com%2Fimages%2FI%2F61xVIyqScZL._AC_UY350_.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.fr%2FSumyer-Chapeau-Donald-Poignet-am%25C3%25A9ricain%2Fdp%2FB07K16CRD4&docid=v8iCOfB9GaDVLM&tbnid=3JRQXTtDVSTjrM&vet=12ahUKEwjwx-n41-SQAxVHU6QEHZ9jLh0QM3oECBYQAA..i&w=412&h=350&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwjwx-n41-SQAxVHU6QEHZ9jLh0QM3oECBYQAA


Trump’s big promises

• End the “migrant invasion” and “close the border” with “the largest 
deportation program in American history”

• “Tariff the hell out of countries that have been taking advantage of us.”

• “Exit the horrendously unfair Paris climate accords” and “drill, baby, drill”

• “Abolish all discriminatory diversity, equity and inclusion nonsense [and 
eliminate] radical gender ideology and critical race theory” in schools

• “Demolish the deep state” and cut “crooked” civil servants who are 
“destroying our country”

• “Free the January 6 hostages”

Donald Trump élu : comment l'Europe se ...

https://www.google.com/imgres?q=trump%20election%20night&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lexpress.fr%2Fresizer%2Fv2%2FC36NFHJULBD7DJVUMKUQYPFLEA.jpg%3Fauth%3Deda3a9c88481cb3aa6f0c6f56fc3816389c46b4ee300fc3ee32cc8f7157b4b04%26width%3D1200%26height%3D630%26quality%3D85%26focal%3D2143%252C869&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lexpress.fr%2Fmonde%2Fdonald-trump-elu-comment-leurope-se-prepare-a-revivre-le-cauchemar-de-2016-OSRDBUBOJRHFRM7737EM3TPPDM%2F&docid=ExdxYI_lqfJFYM&tbnid=UDvuSf1K5WGnWM&vet=12ahUKEwjnq9fc5e6QAxW1T6QEHeOFJ1wQM3oECBAQAA..i&w=1200&h=630&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwjnq9fc5e6QAxW1T6QEHeOFJ1wQM3oECBAQAA


Immigration

Why Is ICE So Aggressive Now? A Former ...

• 400,000 deported; calls for 1 million in 2025
• Supreme Court OK’s deportations to “third countries” 

El Salvador, South Sudan, Rwanda, Libya
• 61,000 detained

“Under this administration, immigration 
enforcement has run roughshod over rights 
that most Americans understand to be 
universal.”—American Immigration Council

4 out of 5 Americans view immigration as good, yet
2 out of 5 support deporting all undocumented immigrants

"I love the smell of deportations in the morning”--
Trump

https://www.google.com/imgres?q=Trump%20immigration%20deportation%20ICE%20masked%20agents&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.politico.com%2Fdims4%2Fdefault%2Fresize%2F630%2Fquality%2F90%2Fformat%2Fwebp%3Furl%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fstatic.politico.com%252Fe4%252Fa0%252F02aac149428dbbe452f8dfc72e50%252Fhttps-delivery-gettyimages.com%252Fdownloads%252F2224603707&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.politico.com%2Fnews%2Fmagazine%2F2025%2F10%2F14%2Fformer-ice-director-q-a-00603916&docid=d68Ad2yxntOEuM&tbnid=gsKesp_k0cdTUM&vet=12ahUKEwjsgJHA3uSQAxUpNvsDHd6iLBMQM3oECCQQAA..i&w=630&h=426&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwjsgJHA3uSQAxUpNvsDHd6iLBMQM3oECCQQAA


Tariffs and trade wars
Who Pays Trump's Tariffs? | Council on ...

Trump “bludgeoned the multilateral trading 
system” – The Economist
• Trump’s unilateral imposition of tariffs 

under Intl. Emer. Econ. Powers Act may well 
be declared illegal by the Supreme Court

• If so, how to reimburse costs already borne 
by U.S. businesses and consumers?

• Trump and Bessent: Other ways Trump can 
impose tariffs if Court declares illegal

• Tariffs are paid by importing companies, which pass on 
some costs to US consumers

• US consumers are paying an effective tariff rate of 18% 
(highest since 1934)

• Trump (Nov. 9) promises to reimburse Americans $2,000

• Trump: US has been “exploited” by ”cheaters”
• Trump: Tariffs will encourage Americans to “buy 

American,” support US manufacturing, create jobs, 
raise government revenues

• Trump raised average tariff rate from 2.5% to 27% 
• Set baseline of 10%, with higher rates for “worst 

offenders”:
• China—148%, now 58% (up from 21% in Jan.)
• Mexico—30%
• Canada—35% + 10%
• Brazil—50%
• India—50%
• EU—15%

https://www.google.com/imgres?q=Trump%27s%20tariffs&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fcdn.cfr.org%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fstyles%2Flarge_s%2Fpublic%2Fimage%2F2025%2F11%2FDS%2520CITT.png.webp&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cfr.org%2Farticle%2Fwho-pays-trumps-tariffs&docid=Z0TNcA28c5jVEM&tbnid=TLDsbfcvNcNjMM&vet=12ahUKEwjZp5ON5OWQAxWZUKQEHQQ0ErwQM3oECBYQAA..i&w=474&h=324&hcb=2&itg=1&ved=2ahUKEwjZp5ON5OWQAxWZUKQEHQQ0ErwQM3oECBYQAA


Slashing the federal government

• 211,000 federal workers laid 
off or taken buyouts (as of 
Oct. 25) [approx. 10%]

-- Defense: 61,633

-- Treasury: 31,644

-- Agriculture: 21,564

-- HHS: 14,430

-- Veterans Affairs: 12,702

-- USAID: 9,985

-- Interior: 9,700 

“One of the defining features of the 

Trump administration’s approach to 

governance, and the mission of the 

Department of Government 

Efficiency, has been the deliberate 

dismantling of the federal workforce.” 

– Partnership for Public Service
Layoffs Expand at Federal Agencies ...

https://www.google.com/imgres?q=which%20federal%20agencies%20are%20laying%20off&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fstatic01.nyt.com%2Fimages%2F2025%2F02%2F14%2Fmultimedia%2F14dc-federal-workers-bqtm%2F14dc-federal-workers-bqtm-videoSixteenByNine3000.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nytimes.com%2F2025%2F02%2F14%2Fus%2Fpolitics%2Fenergy-department-layoffs.html&docid=UUMa2EfLC6QG9M&tbnid=pDAmY2wV7UICBM&vet=12ahUKEwjk0bvf6-SQAxWnKvsDHRFsDBsQM3oECBwQAA..i&w=3000&h=1687&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwjk0bvf6-SQAxWnKvsDHRFsDBsQM3oECBwQAA


Trump's Budget: Starving Everything ...

The Administration used the Impoundment 
Control Act to rescind, with just 51 Republican 
votes in the Senate, funding that originally 
required the approval of at least 60 senators

The Administration has repeatedly — and illegally 
— blocked or delayed lawfully provided funding for 
programs it opposes, ranging from health research 
to education to disaster preparedness.

https://www.google.com/imgres?q=status%20of%20trump%27s%202026%20budget%20request&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fimages.jacobinmag.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F05%2F12094525%2Fover-75-of-trump-s-budget-is-for-military-police.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fjacobin.com%2F2025%2F05%2Ftrump-2026-budget-cuts-military&docid=k2TD0JuFv0h1eM&tbnid=bR5y6_Amry1B_M&vet=12ahUKEwiX8c7fy-qQAxVhTaQEHSV-PScQM3oECCsQAA..i&w=2120&h=2224&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwiX8c7fy-qQAxVhTaQEHSV-PScQM3oECCsQAA
https://jacobin.com/2025/05/trump-2026-budget-cuts-military


Attacks on science

“By most metrics, 2025 has been the 
worst year for the American scientific 
enterprise in modern history. . . Next year 
looks to be worse.” (The New York Times, 
Oct. 9, 2025)

Thousands of scientists laid off at NIH, CDC, EPA, 
NOAA, NPS, NSF, USGS, Forest Service

NIH: $4.5 billion/1400 grants cut, 1000 delayed

Trump's attack on science is growing ...

https://www.google.com/imgres?q=trump%20cuts%20in%20science%20agencies&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.economist.com%2Fcontent-assets%2Fimages%2F20250524_STC399.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.economist.com%2Fscience-and-technology%2F2025%2F05%2F21%2Ftrumps-attack-on-science-is-growing-fiercer-and-more-indiscriminate&docid=9pmUSuEQ8vJwMM&tbnid=AlIjPalUv542pM&vet=12ahUKEwjK25_i4uSQAxWoTKQEHV9wNcEQM3oECCEQAA..i&w=608&h=512&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwjK25_i4uSQAxWoTKQEHV9wNcEQM3oECCEQAA


Attacks on universities

• Bullied universities into making deals to 
restore federal funds—Columbia, Cornell, 
Brown, Penn, UVA. . . Paid fines, end 
affirmative action, cut transgender in sports

• Targeted others: Harvard, Duke, Princeton, 
UCLA, Berkeley, Northwestern, Johns 
Hopkins, U. of Minnesota, USC

• Trump’s “compact”: gives universities 
preferential access to federal funding in 
exchange for a commitment to advance the 
administration’s conservative agenda

US universities face choice to ...

Students and faculty at over 100 US ...

Declared war on "woke, socialist, and anti-
American ideology” in universities

https://www.google.com/imgres?q=Trump%20attacks%20on%20universities&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi.guim.co.uk%2Fimg%2Fmedia%2Fd37d4e0f5cf30b9d72f9907635999dfee5a4a9b0%2F0_90_2722_1634%2Fmaster%2F2722.jpg%3Fwidth%3D465%26dpr%3D1%26s%3Dnone%26crop%3Dnone&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theguardian.com%2Fus-news%2F2025%2Fmar%2F20%2Funiversities-trump-administration&docid=VdCpLlIBQUzusM&tbnid=zB_JKAYjdc932M&vet=12ahUKEwjS85aX8OSQAxVhV6QEHWKzDBEQM3oECCQQAA..i&w=465&h=279&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwjS85aX8OSQAxVhV6QEHWKzDBEQM3oECCQQAA
https://www.google.com/imgres?q=Trump%20attacks%20on%20universities&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi.guim.co.uk%2Fimg%2Fmedia%2F8a741e6568929caa30d9ad5f81ce45061ef2d5f8%2F0_0_5321_3538%2Fmaster%2F5321.jpg%3Fwidth%3D465%26dpr%3D1%26s%3Dnone%26crop%3Dnone&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theguardian.com%2Fus-news%2F2025%2Fnov%2F07%2Fstudent-protest-trump-education-attacks&docid=TAJ4VNWj3XA9hM&tbnid=0pr0BD0gVjdMiM&vet=12ahUKEwjS85aX8OSQAxVhV6QEHWKzDBEQM3oECB0QAA..i&w=465&h=309&hcb=2&itg=1&ved=2ahUKEwjS85aX8OSQAxVhV6QEHWKzDBEQM3oECB0QAA


“One Big Beautiful Bill”

• Extends 2017 Trump tax cuts (35% 
of cuts go to richest 5%)

• Cuts to Medicaid and Food Stamps

• Funding increases for immigration 
enforcement and defense

• Cuts to clean energy funding and 
incentives

• Projected to add $3.3 trillion to 
federal deficits over 10 years (debt 
already over $38 trillion)



Attacks on the poor

• OBBBA will eliminate health 
insurance for 15 million poorer 
Americans (and sharply increase 
premiums for 22-24 million 
receiving ACA insurance)

• Holding Food Stamps for 42 
million Americans hostage

• Housing assistance cuts put 
170,000 at risk of homelessness

• Cuts funding for students with 
disabilities



Militarize US cities

• Trump has deployed National Guard to 
LA (4700), Washington (2000), 
Memphis, Portland

• Trump: US is under “invasion” and cities 
are "training grounds for our military”

• “We’re gonna have troops everywhere.”

• US law prohibits the use of the military 
for domestic law enforcement

Some National Guard troops in DC now ...

What is happening in LA and why is the ...

https://www.google.com/imgres?q=national%20guard%20in%20dc&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.militarytimes.com%2Fresizer%2Fv2%2FKOJS5QUJLVD5PDJYRJB7BPKESI.jpg%3Fauth%3D42ea69a27b43e3321aa6ef87bcd987a5bf54255a8a2e791cb11906ead7097dcd&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.militarytimes.com%2Fnews%2Fpentagon-congress%2F2025%2F08%2F25%2Fsome-national-guard-troops-in-dc-now-carrying-service-issued-weapons%2F&docid=_iVbq64Xqi-gtM&tbnid=Ub5B9D1YSyBnMM&vet=12ahUKEwib97qfguaQAxWKRKQEHWoRC3UQM3oECBkQAA..i&w=5000&h=3334&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwib97qfguaQAxWKRKQEHWoRC3UQM3oECBkQAA
https://www.google.com/imgres?q=national%20guard%20in%20LA&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fimages.sbs.com.au%2Fdims4%2Fdefault%2Fa2c6623%2F2147483647%2Fstrip%2Ftrue%2Fcrop%2F5100x2869%2B0%2B267%2Fresize%2F1280x720!%2Fquality%2F90%2F%3Furl%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fsbs-au-brightspot.s3.amazonaws.com%252Fe0%252F0b%252F43252fbe47d4b60f180d09cb6dc7%252F20250609162886808547-original.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sbs.com.au%2Fnews%2Farticle%2Fwhat-is-happening-in-la-and-why-is-the-national-guard-on-the-streets%2F8wz5evp9i&docid=8zqKNv5hxWhDBM&tbnid=0cyDmQvjl0XP8M&vet=12ahUKEwj61PG6guaQAxXxRqQEHY5-DIcQM3oECBwQAA..i&w=1280&h=720&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwj61PG6guaQAxXxRqQEHY5-DIcQM3oECBwQAA
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/what-is-happening-in-la-and-why-is-the-national-guard-on-the-streets/8wz5evp9i


Enemies and friends
• NY Attorney Gen. Letitia James

• Former FBI Director James Comey

• Former Natl. Sec. Adviser John Bolton

• "Deranged Jack Smith, in my opinion, is a 
criminal"

• Rep. Adam Schiff

• Gen. Mark Milley 

• Federal Reserve Gov. Lisa Cook

• 2 dozen subpoenas last week to ex-FBI, CIA, DNI 

• 1,500 Capitol rioters pardoned on Trump’s first 
day in office

• Rudy Giuliani pardoned this week

January 6 rioter 'QAnon Shaman' to get ...

https://www.google.com/imgres?q=january%206%20rioters&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fmedia.cnn.com%2Fapi%2Fv1%2Fimages%2Fstellar%2Fprod%2Fgettyimages-1294933284.jpg%3Fc%3D16x9%26q%3Dh_833%2Cw_1480%2Cc_fill&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cnn.com%2F2024%2F08%2F05%2Fpolitics%2Fjanuary-6-jacob-chansley-helmet-spear&docid=Ay_RwW_x8XhNZM&tbnid=XywUrdtgzzxe3M&vet=12ahUKEwjr2dKvh-aQAxWYVaQEHfquM8EQM3oECFIQAA..i&w=1480&h=833&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwjr2dKvh-aQAxWYVaQEHfquM8EQM3oECFIQAA
https://www.amazon.com/Government-Gangsters-State-Battle-Democracy/dp/B0CBQN69FY/ref=tmm_aud_swatch_0
https://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B0BW9TX2C5/reasonmagazinea-20/
https://www.amazon.com/Government-Gangsters-State-Battle-Democracy/dp/B0CBQN69FY/ref=tmm_aud_swatch_0
https://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B0BW9TX2C5/reasonmagazinea-20/


Sexism and Misogyny

• Nearly 1/3 of Trump’s Cabinet nominees 
and other key members of his 
administration had allegations of sexual 
misconduct

• JD Vance, pronatalism, and the 
“tradwife” ideal

• Defunded aid for reproductive rights

• Slashed staff and budgets for EEOC, 
OFCCP, other anti-discrimination 
watchdog agencies

• Appointed anti-abortion judges JD Vance attacks women without kids as a "bunch of child cat ladies".

JD Vance Doesn't Want All Women to Be Trad Wives, Just White Women

“What he wants is simply more American babies, not necessarily better 
lives for those babies.”—The Christian Century

VP JD Vance speaks at March For Life ...

A jury in 2023 found 
Trump guilty of sexually 
assaulting E. Jean Carroll

https://www.google.com/imgres?q=JD%20Vance%20speeches%20on%20pronatalism&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi.ytimg.com%2Fvi%2FTSmerWiX9Vc%2Fmaxresdefault.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DTSmerWiX9Vc&docid=2YFTRdgynR7O6M&tbnid=Dy45EBkpTLlirM&vet=12ahUKEwjlpbjSouiQAxWTUKQEHeq4DNQQM3oECBcQAA..i&w=1280&h=720&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwjlpbjSouiQAxWTUKQEHeq4DNQQM3oECBcQAA


 The “climate change hoax”

• Seeks to rollback 2009 finding that CO2 and 
greenhouse gases pose a danger to public health

• Repealing limits on greenhouse gas emissions and 
other pollutants from fossil fuel power plants

• Withdrawing support for wind and solar industries

• Opening up more land and the ocean to oil and gas 
exploration

• Canceled grants for renewable energy

• Fired climate scientists from government, ended 
National Climate Assessment report

• Cut FEMA support for disaster preparedness and 
relief

• Pulled U.S. out of Paris climate accords and 
boycotted COP30 

Donald Trump is hampering fight against ...

The impact of Donald Trump's anti ...

https://www.google.com/imgres?q=Trump%27s%20anti-environment%20and%20climate%20change%20actions&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi.guim.co.uk%2Fimg%2Fmedia%2F7172a2ba06cc93daf74da73ca837a0e8df9d1a96%2F0_246_3628_2177%2Fmaster%2F3628.jpg%3Fwidth%3D465%26dpr%3D1%26s%3Dnone%26crop%3Dnone&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theguardian.com%2Fbusiness%2F2018%2Fjan%2F17%2Fus-unilateralism-makes-tacking-climate-change-harder-wef-warns&docid=YMJKBzIZ-Dzh4M&tbnid=5bkPj8ew6P7EeM&vet=12ahUKEwiVx-SSmeiQAxVhVKQEHSoFB1YQM3oECBwQAA..i&w=465&h=279&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwiVx-SSmeiQAxVhVKQEHSoFB1YQM3oECBwQAA
https://www.google.com/imgres?q=Trump%27s%20anti-environment%20and%20climate%20change%20actions&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fimages.theconversation.com%2Ffiles%2F645577%2Foriginal%2Ffile-20250129-19-xrtptn.jpg%3Fixlib%3Drb-4.1.0%26rect%3D617%252C304%252C4407%252C2203%26q%3D45%26auto%3Dformat%26w%3D1356%26h%3D668%26fit%3Dcrop&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Ftheconversation.com%2Fthe-impact-of-donald-trumps-anti-climate-measures-on-our-heating-planet-247887&docid=uIYqiSq3q3kSwM&tbnid=fvlZck9TN2hesM&vet=12ahUKEwiVx-SSmeiQAxVhVKQEHSoFB1YQM3oECB0QAA..i&w=1356&h=668&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwiVx-SSmeiQAxVhVKQEHSoFB1YQM3oECB0QAA


Trump appointees: A rogues’ gallery
• Tulsi Gabbard (DNI): attacked intelligence officers as “traitors”

• Kash Patel (FBI): targeted 50 “members of the Executive Branch deep 
state”

• Kristi Noem (Homeland Security): no US citizens arrested by ICE

• RFK Jr. (HHS): anti-vax; autism fixation; ”the FDA's war on public 
health is about to end”

• Pete Hegseth (DOD, aka “War”): Fired 20 generals and admirals… 
Goal is “lethality”… “If you do not meet the male-level, physical 
standards for combat positions, cannot pass a PT test or don't want 
to shave and look professional, it's time for a new position or a new 
profession.”

• Pam Bondi, Attorney General: prosecuting Trump’s enemies

• Tom Homan, ”border czar,” took $50K in cash from undercover FBI 
agents

Tulsi Gabbard, who sought 2020 ...

American Crusade: Our Fight to Stay ...

What RFK Jr. Gets Wrong About Conflicts ...

South Dakota Governor Kristi Noem ...

What to know about Pam Bondi, Trump's ...

Border czar Tom Homan was investigated ...

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/nov/08/kristi-noem-spirit-airlines-planes
https://www.google.com/imgres?q=tulsi%20gabbard&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fmedia.cnn.com%2Fapi%2Fv1%2Fimages%2Fstellar%2Fprod%2F221011085101-tulsi-gabbard-1011.jpg%3Fc%3Doriginal&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cnn.com%2F2022%2F10%2F11%2Fpolitics%2Ftulsi-gabbard-leaves-democratic-party&docid=5NRab6LHHxcCaM&tbnid=zpCQ2TsEB-RjqM&vet=12ahUKEwi1hsyQp-iQAxXuNvsDHRQ-KwQQM3oECCcQAA..i&w=3000&h=2000&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwi1hsyQp-iQAxXuNvsDHRQ-KwQQM3oECCcQAA
https://www.google.com/imgres?q=pete%20hegseth&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fm.media-amazon.com%2Fimages%2FI%2F81sZmFfWIqL.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.fr%2FAmerican-Crusade-Fight-Stay-Free%2Fdp%2F1546099379&docid=Hqywe2YCiXxAqM&tbnid=WWzaIl-zLcnwNM&vet=12ahUKEwj0_6-lp-iQAxWmUqQEHcFnOuwQM3oECBsQAA..i&w=1400&h=2114&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwj0_6-lp-iQAxWmUqQEHcFnOuwQM3oECBsQAA
https://www.google.com/imgres?q=RFK%20Jr&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fschaeffer.usc.edu%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F06%2FWhat-RFK-Jr.-Gets-Wrong-About-Conflicts-of-Interest.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fschaeffer.usc.edu%2Fresearch%2Fwhat-rfk-jr-gets-wrong-about-conflicts-of-interest%2F&docid=AXCAwjE3IzqSvM&tbnid=ZYXNvkjMY8qCPM&vet=12ahUKEwj61peyp-iQAxVVTqQEHY3wFTkQM3oECBEQAA..i&w=1000&h=600&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwj61peyp-iQAxVVTqQEHY3wFTkQM3oECBEQAA
https://www.google.com/imgres?q=kristi%20noem%20dog&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Flookaside.instagram.com%2Fseo%2Fgoogle_widget%2Fcrawler%2F%3Fmedia_id%3D3357121508529016457&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fp%2FC6W5Dmnsg6J%2F&docid=MqRaaBC7mWvgHM&tbnid=hYL7U005S495ZM&vet=12ahUKEwjDgMqole2QAxXvUaQEHVB9IJMQM3oECB4QAA..i&w=1080&h=1080&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwjDgMqole2QAxXvUaQEHVB9IJMQM3oECB4QAA
https://www.google.com/imgres?q=trump%20attorney%20general&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fdims.apnews.com%2Fdims4%2Fdefault%2F2c3549e%2F2147483647%2Fstrip%2Ffalse%2Fcrop%2F4205x2803%2B0%2B0%2Fresize%2F1486x991!%2Fquality%2F90%2F%3Furl%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fassets.apnews.com%252F1d%252Ffd%252F1bfc7d5b4d26542819811c54f4db%252F7664444b00014f22ac1a3d2b17b400ac&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fapnews.com%2Farticle%2Fpam-bondi-justice-department-trump-attorney-general-4b94c094cfcabf606e4883fe709ab55a&docid=ZAcWaUU2Alk0AM&tbnid=tD2aSolOxDJiCM&vet=12ahUKEwib2ubimO2QAxXSSaQEHcOINLwQM3oECBwQAA..i&w=1486&h=991&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwib2ubimO2QAxXSSaQEHcOINLwQM3oECBwQAA
https://www.google.com/imgres?q=tom%20homan&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.politico.com%2Fdims4%2Fdefault%2Fresize%2F630%2Fquality%2F90%2Fformat%2Fwebp%3Furl%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fstatic.politico.com%252F52%252F9c%252Fe3da6dcd4892872224609dce9d01%252Fhttps-delivery-gettyimages.com%252Fdownloads%252F2232526934&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.politico.com%2Fnews%2F2025%2F09%2F20%2Ftom-homan-department-of-justice-investigation-00574379&docid=uT_FXc_60dljQM&tbnid=8tK2-9-fCeyTWM&vet=12ahUKEwinv7PRru2QAxWkNPsDHU7GLA8QM3oECBMQAA..i&w=630&h=420&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwinv7PRru2QAxWkNPsDHU7GLA8QM3oECBMQAA


American culture
• Corporation for Public Broadcasting 

closed

• Trump 2026 budget calls for  
eliminating National Endowments for 
the Arts and Humanities

• Crackdowns on free speech (Colbert, 
Kimmel)

• Kennedy Center (Chairman Trump)

• The Smithsonian
• has focused “too much on “how bad 

slavery was” (Trump, August 19)



The Supreme Court (Trump’s Court?)

• Among 23 Supreme Court rulings relating to the Administration’s 
actions, Trump had won about 90%

• Trump has a 21-2 record on the Court’s “shadow (or “emergency”) docket” 
(e.g., requests to halt a lower court’s ruling; done with little explanation)

• At the district court level, 240 active cases challenging Trump 
administration actions; 60% of rulings against Trump

• Trump Court:
• 2022: Overturned Roe v. Wade
• 2024: Granted US presidents sweeping immunity from prosecution
• 2026: Voting Rights Act, mail-in ballots, tariffs, transgender surgery ???

• “The Supreme Court has cleared the way for the Trump 
administration to implement various policies that federal courts 
concluded were likely illegal.” -- Leah Litman, a law professor at the 
University of Michigan

The Supreme Court: Current Justices ...

https://www.google.com/imgres?q=supreme%20court&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fsupremecourthistory.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2022%2F10%2Fsupreme-court-portrait-2022.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fsupremecourthistory.org%2Fsupreme-court-justices%2F&docid=EA6lZKPVLeE6XM&tbnid=4oPAqtlwczmJYM&vet=12ahUKEwitosbRxOqQAxXZNPsDHXY-Kt0QM3oECBYQAA..i&w=2000&h=1333&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwitosbRxOqQAxXZNPsDHXY-Kt0QM3oECBYQAA


The Wrecking Ball . . . “Et 
maintenant, Donald Trump 
veut son Arc de Triomphe!”



Chaotic foreign policy

• Ukraine and 
Russia

• China

• Israel and Gaza

• Venezuela and 
Colombia

Alaska summit, Zelensky says

Le clash Trump-Zelensky confirme le ...

3 killed in US strike on 2nd alleged ...

Trump and Xi discuss future of TikTok in US

Gaza : Le plan "Riviera de luxe" de ...

https://www.google.com/imgres?q=trump%20and%20putin&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fimages.axios.com%2FoT3TFnDA4EKs0XCrN8251V1KM7s%3D%2F0x43%3A5791x3300%2F1920x1080%2F2025%2F09%2F07%2F1757259997774.jpg%3Fw%3D3840&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.axios.com%2F2025%2F09%2F07%2Ftrump-putin-zelensky-war-ceasefire&docid=9A_w6fhTLFXR4M&tbnid=OwVVb6_-q59rCM&vet=12ahUKEwjJl5bkzOiQAxWQMvsDHZbkI-sQM3oECBYQAA..i&w=1920&h=1080&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwjJl5bkzOiQAxWQMvsDHZbkI-sQM3oECBYQAA
https://www.google.com/imgres?q=trump%20and%20zelensky&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fstatic.mediapart.fr%2Fetmagine%2Farticle_google_discover%2Ffiles%2F2025%2F03%2F01%2F000-36yu9n7.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mediapart.fr%2Fjournal%2Finternational%2F280225%2Fle-clash-trump-zelensky-apres-une-semaine-humiliante-pour-l-europe-acte-le-rapprochement-entre-les&docid=unZN09RY2zf5yM&tbnid=M4ORCyjH_OJ3rM&vet=12ahUKEwjms-32zOiQAxXtpCcCHTDCJTMQM3oECBkQAA..i&w=1200&h=799&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwjms-32zOiQAxXtpCcCHTDCJTMQM3oECBkQAA
https://www.google.com/imgres?q=attacks%20on%20venezuelan%20boats&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi.abcnewsfe.com%2Fa%2Fc8d42637-58a2-4784-a8a6-ccae311d45a4%2Fvenezuela-ht-er-250915_1757975110091_hpMain_16x9.jpg%3Fw%3D992&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fabcnews.go.com%2FPolitics%2F3-killed-2nd-strike-alleged-venezuelan-drug-boat%2Fstory%3Fid%3D125599866&docid=nR6AB6B57ctRqM&tbnid=iO6qMEaxqo_P4M&vet=12ahUKEwid39KXzeiQAxUPV6QEHU3gNdoQM3oECBEQAA..i&w=992&h=558&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwid39KXzeiQAxUPV6QEHU3gNdoQM3oECBEQAA
https://www.google.com/imgres?q=trump%20and%20xi&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fichef.bbci.co.uk%2Fnews%2F480%2Fcpsprodpb%2F3c7f%2Flive%2Fe25d5330-9573-11f0-bc5b-7ff2de9d2e33.jpg.webp&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Farticles%2Fc4g7l7yl832o&docid=uMrTZW6molumUM&tbnid=I1tp7MbyoYEsxM&vet=12ahUKEwjowNK1zeiQAxUmK_sDHVA4EI0QM3oECB8QAA..i&w=480&h=269&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwjowNK1zeiQAxUmK_sDHVA4EI0QM3oECB8QAA
https://www.google.com/imgres?q=trump%20gaza%20plan%20riviera&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi.ytimg.com%2Fvi%2F41niMobdsHk%2Fhq720.jpg%3Fsqp%3D-oaymwEhCK4FEIIDSFryq4qpAxMIARUAAAAAGAElAADIQj0AgKJD%26rs%3DAOn4CLA3PCdUv8RHT7ju-u4IokAyRQ-_IA&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D41niMobdsHk&docid=CgF6219asmOc4M&tbnid=XtjPI19ysHB_-M&vet=12ahUKEwiR6cCvzuiQAxUeU6QEHQ2fAlAQM3oECCUQAA..i&w=686&h=386&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwiR6cCvzuiQAxUeU6QEHQ2fAlAQM3oECCUQAA


• Trump asserted that America was in decline and must restore 
“peace through strength” 

• Flipflopping on Ukraine: throwing out Zelensky, kowtowing to 
Putin

• Coercing allies to spend more on defense; backing away from 
NATO

• Launching trade wars with most of the world

• “Extrajudicial killings” of alleged drug traffickers – Sen. Rand 
Paul (R)

• Seeking Nobel Peace Prize for Gaza quasi-ceasefire

• Withdrawn from the Paris climate accords, the WHO, global 
family planning funding, the UNHRC and the UNRWA; shutdown 
USAID and cut 80% of foreign development funding

• Hegseth purging Pentagon of Blacks, women, independent-
minded 

• “Trump's pronouncements are so often unexpected and 
disconnected from reality that they leave foreign policy 
scholars, and foreign leaders bewildered. . . [but] MAGA 
loyalists will go wherever Trump leads.” – conservative 
columnist Max Boot

the Trump Administration – Foreign Policy

https://www.google.com/imgres?q=trump%20foreign%20policy&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fforeignpolicy.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2019%2F05%2Ftrump_updated.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fforeignpolicy.com%2Fforeign-policy-in-the-trump-administration%2F&docid=ROx1ahJ21nX0hM&tbnid=jR3UI6hL83wDCM&vet=12ahUKEwjcrpXBpOqQAxVMTaQEHXkPOBwQM3oECBMQAA..i&w=1000&h=1294&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwjcrpXBpOqQAxVMTaQEHXkPOBwQM3oECBMQAA


Vulgarity

“they don’t know what the f— 
they’re doing”—Trump on 
Iran and Israel (June 24)

I Work My A** Off': 'King Trump' Roars ...

(October 20)

"Nancy Pelosi, the old and 
broken political hack who 
impeached me twice and lost, 
is finally calling it quits.” 
(November 7)

https://www.google.com/imgres?q=trump%20drops%20feces&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi.ytimg.com%2Fvi%2FDX5CewgpuhM%2Fmqdefault.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DDX5CewgpuhM&docid=pouyN7--ZlXMVM&tbnid=n5w7wvWfHUpNiM&vet=12ahUKEwiN_oypx-qQAxUBVKQEHUmFFqQQM3oECBAQAA..i&w=320&h=180&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwiN_oypx-qQAxUBVKQEHUmFFqQQM3oECBAQAA


Trump and Jeffrey Epstein?
• Trump and Bondi pledged to release files, 

then backtracked

• Many in MAGA base angry

• Mike Johnson stalled on swearing in Dem. 
Rep. Adelita Grijalva, to become 218th 
signature on petition to release Epstein files. 
(She signed Tuesday)

• Trump “knew about the girls,” Epstein wrote. 
“I know how dirty Donald is.” 

• Virginia Giuffre, who committed suicide in 
April, said she did not think Trump had 
participated in the sexual abuse of minors

Trump on defensive as MAGA base ...

https://www.google.com/imgres?q=jeffrey%20epstein%20files%20and%20trump%20and%20maga&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fd3i6fh83elv35t.cloudfront.net%2Fstatic%2F2025%2F07%2Ftrumpepstein-1024x522.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pbs.org%2Fnewshour%2Fshow%2Ftrump-on-defensive-as-maga-base-questions-his-epstein-connections-and-investigation&docid=RFvBee6fESx7kM&tbnid=b5irsod0MxVxSM&vet=12ahUKEwjKg__Sl-2QAxViVKQEHd5yAtYQM3oECBkQAA..i&w=1024&h=522&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwjKg__Sl-2QAxViVKQEHd5yAtYQM3oECBkQAA


Truth Social lost $58 million in 2023

Steve Bannon Exits Breitbart News After ...

Key lessons from Media Matters' new ... Trump's press chief shows she's more ...

The Pro-Trump Media Universe

Donald Trump Sean Hannity FOX News ...

https://www.google.com/imgres?q=truth%20social&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fimages.axios.com%2FzdVwYM6J8ka2jLfNGC7MfPzxtM4%3D%2F0x505%3A8000x5005%2F1920x1080%2F2024%2F04%2F01%2F1711976140138.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.axios.com%2F2024%2F04%2F01%2Ftrump-truth-social-revenue-2023&docid=9nqM2HdeiFuEpM&tbnid=W-qKnHH379BOUM&vet=12ahUKEwiJvbPvtO2QAxXfdqQEHQKIKvoQM3oECBcQAA..i&w=1920&h=1080&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwiJvbPvtO2QAxXfdqQEHQKIKvoQM3oECBcQAA
https://www.google.com/imgres?q=Breitbart&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fdeadline.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2018%2F01%2Fsteve-bannon-breitbart-logo.jpg%3Fw%3D628%26h%3D383%26crop%3D1&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fdeadline.com%2F2018%2F01%2Fsteve-bannon-leaves-breitbart-news-donald-trump-fire-and-fury-backlash-1202239490%2F&docid=-lrKJI7U001s5M&tbnid=nsr_r0S1rSyJ_M&vet=12ahUKEwj98NDYtO2QAxVRLPsDHc9jLgQQM3oECBIQAA..i&w=628&h=383&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwj98NDYtO2QAxVRLPsDHc9jLgQQM3oECBIQAA
https://www.google.com/imgres?q=rightwing%20US%20media%202025&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fobjectivejournalism.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F03%2Fonlineshows-mark5-1.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fobjectivejournalism.org%2F2025%2F03%2Fmedia-matters-report-on-conservative-media-dominance-reveals-what-progressive-donors-dont-want-to-hear%2F&docid=8Ih2_l_T-OogTM&tbnid=nHYGTIMJDDsUCM&vet=12ahUKEwjBz7rksu2QAxVfTaQEHfq9MpYQM3oECB8QAA..i&w=1024&h=1024&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwjBz7rksu2QAxVfTaQEHfq9MpYQM3oECB8QAA
https://www.google.com/imgres?q=trump%20press%20secretary&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi.guim.co.uk%2Fimg%2Fmedia%2F056befa0e3ca75b2dad0cecf3bf3c6b6589b8899%2F0_253_4500_2700%2Fmaster%2F4500.jpg%3Fwidth%3D1200%26height%3D900%26quality%3D85%26auto%3Dformat%26fit%3Dcrop%26s%3Da6a7c6795483ca516b6425db989b8313&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theguardian.com%2Fus-news%2F2025%2Fjan%2F28%2Ftrump-press-secretary-karoline-leavitt&docid=IHR04UQAIkIz1M&tbnid=oiA_fw7h-BhqpM&vet=12ahUKEwiijreJte2QAxX_VqQEHQKYNwAQM3oECB8QAA..i&w=1200&h=900&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwiijreJte2QAxX_VqQEHQKYNwAQM3oECB8QAA
https://www.google.com/imgres?q=trump%20hannity%20fox%20news&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fblog-admin.siriusxm.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2024%2F09%2Fsiriusxm-FoxNews-TownHall-DonaldTrump.jpeg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.siriusxm.com%2Fblog%2Fdonald-trump-sean-hannity-fox&docid=FhHTpuQfjX-t1M&tbnid=f3xmSzi5ZvlGdM&vet=12ahUKEwjS87Cgt-2QAxXUKvsDHWsUNQgQM3oECBAQAA..i&w=1280&h=720&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwjS87Cgt-2QAxXUKvsDHWsUNQgQM3oECBAQAA


APPROVAL RATING

NY Times poll 
aggregator: 42%

RealClear Politics 
aggregator: 43%

BUT 2 IN 5 AMERICANS 
STILL SUPPORT HIM AND 
HIS APPROVAL HAS ONLY 
DIPPED ABOUT 7 
PERCENTAGE POINTS



“No Kings” protests, 
June and October

The GOP's 'No Kings' talking points are ...

No Kings” Seeded a Mass Movement ...

No Kings' protests return to Louisville ...

No Kings' protests ...

7 million demonstrators 
at 2,700 events in all 50 
states

https://www.google.com/imgres?q=no%20kings%20protest&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fmedia-cldnry.s-nbcnews.com%2Fimage%2Fupload%2Ft_fit-560w%2Cf_auto%2Cq_auto%3Abest%2Frockcms%2F2025-10%2F251014-no-kings-zz-636da9.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.msnbc.com%2Fopinion%2Fmsnbc-opinion%2Fno-kings-protests-trump-republican-warnings-rcna237845&docid=pl0wd2Gwsi1EtM&tbnid=wFcH34mxRnwJRM&vet=12ahUKEwij3aOspeqQAxVjRKQEHSM4NsIQM3oECB0QAA..i&w=560&h=366&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwij3aOspeqQAxVjRKQEHSM4NsIQM3oECB0QAA
https://www.google.com/imgres?q=no%20kings%20protest&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fimgproxy.gridwork.co%2F9CrnJO2MLhYsAjGHjY4NPFVxuUkMO9D4B1IPsMWGVQM%2Fw%3A900%2Fh%3A599%2Frt%3Afill%2Fg%3Afp%3A0.5%3A0.5%2Fq%3A82%2Fel%3A1%2FaHR0cHM6Ly9zMy51cy1lYXN0LTEuYW1hem9uYXdzLmNvbS9pbi10aGVzZS10aW1lcy9HZXR0eUltYWdlcy0yMjIwMTQ3NTE0LmpwZw.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Finthesetimes.com%2Farticle%2Fno-kings-left-coalition-building-immigration-workers&docid=RHV7N30LIXliMM&tbnid=HFjcsd0_nYyBWM&vet=12ahUKEwij3aOspeqQAxVjRKQEHSM4NsIQM3oECBgQAA..i&w=900&h=599&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwij3aOspeqQAxVjRKQEHSM4NsIQM3oECBgQAA
https://www.google.com/imgres?q=no%20kings%20protest&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fnpr.brightspotcdn.com%2Fdims4%2Fdefault%2F3e37d5a%2F2147483647%2Fstrip%2Ftrue%2Fcrop%2F4096x3072%2B0%2B0%2Fresize%2F880x660!%2Fquality%2F90%2F%3Furl%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fnpr-brightspot.s3.amazonaws.com%252F26%252F14%252F6f36f05b44b2a353460b446b97ac%252Fimg-20250614-122919.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lpm.org%2Fnews%2F2025-10-16%2Fno-kings-protests-return-to-louisville-jeffersonville-saturday&docid=NylG7Px0B-KLUM&tbnid=HM7FVvaKoAGOEM&vet=12ahUKEwij3aOspeqQAxVjRKQEHSM4NsIQM3oECHMQAA..i&w=880&h=660&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwij3aOspeqQAxVjRKQEHSM4NsIQM3oECHMQAA
https://www.google.com/imgres?q=no%20kings%20protest%20in%20dc&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi.cbc.ca%2Fais%2Fd1eb0427-cc23-4faa-a22c-87b687aaaced%2C1760808019500%2Ffull%2Fmax%2F0%2Fdefault.jpg%3Fim%3DCrop%252Crect%253D%2528305%252C0%252C4889%252C3666%2529%253B&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbc.ca%2Fnews%2Fworld%2Fin-photos-scenes-from-the-no-kings-protests-9.6944061&docid=PmFiyiA2cfkMZM&tbnid=gzzIc-mtj7wsXM&vet=12ahUKEwja1KjlpeqQAxVbUqQEHWpMOQ4QM3oECB4QAA..i&w=1280&h=960&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwja1KjlpeqQAxVbUqQEHWpMOQ4QM3oECB4QAA


Election Results Recap: Democrats win ...

NOVEMBER 4, 
2025

https://www.google.com/imgres?q=Democrats%20win&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi.ytimg.com%2Fvi%2FMGQ3Moo9404%2Fhq720.jpg%3Fsqp%3D-oaymwEhCK4FEIIDSFryq4qpAxMIARUAAAAAGAElAADIQj0AgKJD%26rs%3DAOn4CLB-lwrPhYiPBFFrgCO7owMIoY8qqg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DMGQ3Moo9404&docid=N8SHVONB-8GpEM&tbnid=wOTLHUcM5parYM&vet=12ahUKEwiBw6DxoOCQAxXTRaQEHWJqM7MQM3oECGYQAA..i&w=686&h=386&hcb=2&itg=1&ved=2ahUKEwiBw6DxoOCQAxXTRaQEHWJqM7MQM3oECGYQAA


New York Election News: Zohran Mamdani ...

media covered Zohran Mamdani's NYC win ...

https://www.google.com/imgres?q=mamdani%20wins%20NY%20Post%20in%20europe&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fc.ndtvimg.com%2F2025-11%2F7mjrbrn8_new-york-mamdani-coverage_625x300_05_November_25.jpeg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ndtv.com%2Fworld-news%2Fzohran-mamdanis-new-york-victory-divides-us-media-red-apple-to-historic-win-9579316&docid=iVDycGDdHdYHKM&tbnid=6HpRXv4Y5Mii9M&vet=12ahUKEwi3hpfQuuCQAxWDV6QEHQZ4B-4QM3oECCoQAA..i&w=1200&h=738&hcb=2&itg=1&ved=2ahUKEwi3hpfQuuCQAxWDV6QEHQZ4B-4QM3oECCoQAA
https://www.google.com/imgres?q=mamdani%20wins%20NYT&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hindustantimes.com%2Fht-img%2Fimg%2F2025%2F11%2F05%2Foriginal%2Fmamdani_nyt_1762339814974.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hindustantimes.com%2Fworld-news%2Ffrom-red-apple-to-improbable-run-how-us-media-covered-zohran-mamdani-nyc-win-101762323598139.html&docid=MR9vEVXypO2uEM&tbnid=1KMS8DYh7NgdqM&vet=12ahUKEwjYhsejuuCQAxUSKvsDHZWAEAgQM3oECCsQAA..i&w=937&h=584&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwjYhsejuuCQAxUSKvsDHZWAEAgQM3oECCsQAA
https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/zohran-mamdanis-new-york-victory-divides-us-media-red-apple-to-historic-win-9579316


• Rent freezes, free buses, universal childcare
• Spoke of those “forgotten by the politics of 

our city”, the “Yemeni bodega owners and 
Mexican abuelas. Senegalese taxi drivers 
and Uzbek nurses. Trinidadian line cooks 
and Ethiopian aunties”

• Highest voter turnout in 60 years– 
2 million voters

• Mobilized 100,000 volunteers
• Mastered 
• Won the young and immigrant working 

class (78% of Gen Z voters)
• Won Brooklyn’s “brownstone belt” by 

50 pct. points and upper Manhattan
• Won Black and Hispanic vote
• Dispatched the Cuomo dynasty



Virginia Democrats gain 13 
seats in the House of 
Delegates, for 64-36 margin

Democrats sweep key races in 2025 ...

2025 Virginia Attorney General election ...

MR. POP on X

Spanberger wins 7% of 2024 
Trump voters, outperforms Harris 
by 5.4 pct. points

https://www.google.com/imgres?q=virginia%20election%20results%202025&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fassets1.cbsnewsstatic.com%2Fhub%2Fi%2Fr%2F2025%2F11%2F05%2F79a6f188-895b-4022-8c37-f0b82a58a65f%2Fthumbnail%2F640x360%2F498db3ab6bd40d1f2977221ceaa01aec%2Fimage001-13.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbsnews.com%2Flive-updates%2Felection-day-2025-voting-results%2F&docid=JWEUKwavlsWgIM&tbnid=yc1Qy-1eStk_gM&vet=12ahUKEwjctYD3ouCQAxVCKvsDHaxCOx0QM3oECBcQAA..i&w=640&h=360&hcb=2&itg=1&ved=2ahUKEwjctYD3ouCQAxVCKvsDHaxCOx0QM3oECBcQAA
https://www.google.com/imgres?q=virginia%20election%20results%202025&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fupload.wikimedia.org%2Fwikipedia%2Fcommons%2Fthumb%2Ff%2Ffe%2F2025_Virginia_attorney_general_election_results_map_by_county_and_independent_city.svg%2F330px-2025_Virginia_attorney_general_election_results_map_by_county_and_independent_city.svg.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2F2025_Virginia_Attorney_General_election&docid=VNFhqPDpyLMMIM&tbnid=s5WoXfd5HxXypM&vet=12ahUKEwjctYD3ouCQAxVCKvsDHaxCOx0QM3oECC8QAA..i&w=330&h=146&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwjctYD3ouCQAxVCKvsDHaxCOx0QM3oECC8QAA
https://www.google.com/imgres?q=Spanberger%2057.2&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fpbs.twimg.com%2Fmedia%2FG5AXYKEXAAANdkw.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fx.com%2FMrPopOfficial%2Fstatus%2F1986114037491331245&docid=sywLM7FPodaphM&tbnid=h_W3Z7_X73phPM&vet=12ahUKEwjdkoGzp-CQAxWGKvsDHQypIcgQM3oECCAQAA..i&w=1179&h=1101&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwjdkoGzp-CQAxWGKvsDHQypIcgQM3oECCAQAA


New Jersey

NJ governor ...

Sherrill wins 7% of 2024 Trump voters, 
outperforms Harris by 4 ½ pct. points

Democrats won super-majority in 
state’s General Assembly

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:2025_New_Jersey_gubernatorial_election_results_map_by_county.svg
https://www.google.com/imgres?q=2025%20nj%20gubernatorial%20election%20results&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fcdn.abcotvs.com%2Fdip%2Fimages%2F18114768_110425-wpvi-nj-gov-race-recap-11pm-CC-vid.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2F6abc.com%2Fpost%2Fresults-2025-new-jersey-gubernatorial-race%2F18086596%2F&docid=yyoK9RI5gb5TWM&tbnid=19flLaUTW_PNGM&vet=12ahUKEwin-ZO3qOCQAxVwVKQEHeqEOBAQM3oECCAQAA..i&w=1280&h=720&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwin-ZO3qOCQAxVwVKQEHeqEOBAQM3oECCAQAA


Pennsylvania, Georgia, Mississippi

• Democrats re-elected 3 Pennsylvania Supreme 
Court judges with more than 60% of the vote

• Democrat won Pittsburgh mayoral race with 
87.5% of the vote

• Democrats won two offices in Bucks County, PA

• Democrats won two statewide elections in 
Georgia (on public utility commission) with  
60+ % of the vote (first time since 2006)

• Democrats flipped two seats in Mississippi 
Senate

ELECTION 2025: Democrats hold majority ...

https://www.google.com/imgres?q=Pennsylvania%20election%202025&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi.ytimg.com%2Fvi%2FnIX2tDyC-P8%2Fhq720.jpg%3Fsqp%3D-oaymwEhCK4FEIIDSFryq4qpAxMIARUAAAAAGAElAADIQj0AgKJD%26rs%3DAOn4CLD8A1fJ2tZECqpB9JHedlsO3VGNxw&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DnIX2tDyC-P8&docid=bJQPtBPLHIxtZM&tbnid=NpScUl3wQzC1BM&vet=12ahUKEwi4s_L7y-iQAxU7cKQEHfIGIEcQM3oECCAQAA..i&w=686&h=386&hcb=2&itg=1&ved=2ahUKEwi4s_L7y-iQAxU7cKQEHfIGIEcQM3oECCAQAA




Other elections earlier this year

• In Arizona’s 7th Congressional District, 
Democrat Adelita Grijalva won by 39 
percentage points, 17 points more than Harris’ 
2024 margin

• In Wisconsin, the Democratic-backed 
candidate for the state’s Supreme Court won 
handily against the Republican-backed 
candidate

• In Iowa, Democrats flipped a state Senate seat, 
breaking the Republicans’ supermajority

Democratic Party (United States ...

https://www.google.com/imgres?q=democrats&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fupload.wikimedia.org%2Fwikipedia%2Fcommons%2Fthumb%2F0%2F02%2FDemocraticLogo.svg%2F250px-DemocraticLogo.svg.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FDemocratic_Party_(United_States)&docid=IZjrcHAh07xodM&tbnid=YX7JnSPV5v5syM&vet=12ahUKEwjD7b7l0-qQAxUrUaQEHchVEp0QM3oECCEQAA..i&w=250&h=244&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwjD7b7l0-qQAxUrUaQEHchVEp0QM3oECCEQAA


But why did 8 Democrats cave on the shutdown?

• Majority of Americans blamed Republicans for the 
shutdown

• Most Americans support extending Obamacare 
subsidies

• 4 from purple states (NH, NV), 2 retiring, 2 not up 
until 2030

• Airport delays, families going hungry, furloughed 
govt. workers

• Democratic leadership, the DNC, and the left 
unhappy with the deal

On s'approche de la fin du shutdown ...

https://www.google.com/imgres?q=shutdown&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fimages.rtl.fr%2F~c%2F2000v2000%2Frtl%2Fwww%2F1793501-la-national-gallery-of-art-a-washington-dc-fermee-pour-cause-de-shutdown.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rtl.fr%2Factu%2Finternational%2Fune-sortie-de-shutdown-se-dessine-aux-etats-unis-apres-un-accord-au-senat-7900564308&docid=5W-li516LWPx_M&tbnid=dQiYCbxjQg8SbM&vet=12ahUKEwjDrdG-1-qQAxXmUaQEHWOLDV4QM3oECBIQAA..i&w=2000&h=1669&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwjDrdG-1-qQAxXmUaQEHWOLDV4QM3oECBIQAA


What’s ahead?

• Redistricting wars
• After last week’s election, Trump posted: “AND SO IT BEGINS!”
• Divisions in MAGA movement?
• 2026 midterm elections
• Democrats: next steps? To the center or the left?
• The courts? Will they curb Trump or give him a free hand?
• Trump’s 2026 budget proposal
• What policies are next?
• Trump and Steve Bannon have mused about a third term
• Efforts to restrict voting in 2026 and 2028 elections?
• Will there be a recession and/or a stock market crash/correction?

Calendar Template Set 2026 2027 2028 ...

https://www.stephensemler.com/p/a-closer-look-at-trumps-2026-budget
https://www.google.com/imgres?q=2026%2C%202027%2C%202028&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.shutterstock.com%2Fimage-vector%2Fcalendar-template-set-2026-2027-260nw-2630751275.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.shutterstock.com%2Fimage-vector%2Fcalendar-template-set-2026-2027-2028-2630751275&docid=VzdpQcrhYOKVdM&tbnid=ZJf0PLgMI84KaM&vet=12ahUKEwj0meGY0uqQAxWMVKQEHSluFf8QM3oECBQQAA..i&w=462&h=280&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwj0meGY0uqQAxWMVKQEHSluFf8QM3oECBQQAA


2026 
elections

• All 435 House seats (219 
GOP, 214 Dems, 2 vacant)

• 37 retiring (15 Dems)/47 
not seeking re-election

• 33 Senate seats (20 GOP, 
13 Dems)

• 8 retiring (5 Dems)/3 
running for Governor



Headlines: “Trump is Sinking But 
Democrats Aren’t Rising”

• But Democrats are even less popular than 
Trump: 68% say the Democrats are “out of 
touch,” compared to 63% who say Trump is

• Public perception of Democrats: 34% 
favorable, 58% unfavorable

• Yet slim majority wants Democrats to win 
Congress in 2026

• Who will keep US prosperous: 47-43 
Democrat

• Who will keep US safe: 48-41 Republicans

• 46% say they would vote Democratic in 
2026, 44% Republican

  

Colorado 2025 Voter Opinion Survey

Colorado poll, August 2025

https://www.google.com/imgres?q=democrats%20favorability%202025&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fmagellanstrategies.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F08%2FDem-Image-Rating-scaled.webp&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fmagellanstrategies.com%2Fcolorado-2025-voter-opinion-survey%2F&docid=42ktXlV1gYYbxM&tbnid=zmBs7M3U7vKAqM&vet=12ahUKEwjOnJWPqO2QAxVAVKQEHTDZIdoQM3oECBcQAA..i&w=2560&h=1441&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwjOnJWPqO2QAxVAVKQEHTDZIdoQM3oECBcQAA
https://magellanstrategies.com/colorado-2025-voter-opinion-survey/


Redistricting Wars
Trump threatens Texas as redistricting ...

July/August. 
Trump: "We are entitled to 5 more seats. . .
Texas never lets us down. . . More seats equals 
less Crime, a great Economy, and a STRONG 
SECOND AMENDMENT.”

THE LAW

• The Apportionment Clause of Article I, Section 2, 
of the U.S. Constitution requires that all 
congressional districts be as nearly equal in 
population

• The Equal Protection Clause of the 14th 
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution requires 
that state legislative districts be substantially 
equal

• Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 
prohibits redistricting plans that intentionally or 
inadvertently discriminate on the basis of race

SOME ADDED TRADITIONAL PRINCIPLES

• Contiguity
• Compactness
• Preservation of political subdivisions (counties, 

cities)

https://www.google.com/imgres?q=trump%20calls%20for%20texas%20to%20redistrict&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi.ytimg.com%2Fvi%2FOVAyjMkgiv8%2Fhq720.jpg%3Fsqp%3D-oaymwEhCK4FEIIDSFryq4qpAxMIARUAAAAAGAElAADIQj0AgKJD%26rs%3DAOn4CLA7whn0X7YHs1jRMym8ELmL7__egQ&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DOVAyjMkgiv8&docid=Vmqz0SgTRViJ8M&tbnid=pDFFRj7PAGze1M&vet=12ahUKEwjc5PTOq-CQAxU-NPsDHdb3JLMQM3oECBkQAA..i&w=686&h=386&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwjc5PTOq-CQAxU-NPsDHdb3JLMQM3oECBkQAA


STATE                (2024 vote) CURRENT AFTER REDISTRICTING

Texas                (56% -42% R) 25-13 
Republican

30-8 Republican

California         (58% -38% D) 43-9 Democrat 48-3 Democrat

Missouri.          (58% -40% R) 6-2 Republican 7-1 Republican

North Carolina (51% -48% R) 10-4 Republican 11-3 Republican

Virginia             (52% -46% D) 6-5 Democrat 9-2 Democrat

Florida              (56% -43% R) 20-8 Republican 22/24-6/4 Republican

Indiana             (59% -40% R) 7-2 Republican 8/9-1/0 Republican

OTHERS?

Ohio    Alabama
Indiana    Utah
Kansas    Nebraska
Florida    New York
Illinois    Louisiana
Maryland   Georgia



November 7, 2028. . . (is a long way away)

• JD Vance (or Trump???): Will 
any Republican challenge?

• Democrats:
• Gavin Newsom

• JB Pritzker

• Chris Murphy

• Gretchen Whitmer 

• Pete Buttigieg 

• Kamala Harris

• Rahm Emmanuel

• Josh Shapiro

• Andy Beshear



Democracy no longer ends with a 
bang—in a revolution or military 
coup—but with a whimper: the slow, 
steady weakening of critical 
institutions, such as the judiciary and 
the press, and the gradual erosion of 
long-standing political norms.

How Democracies Die: The International ...

Or is Trump a transformative President 
whose political and policy legacy will be 
felt for years to come?

https://www.google.com/imgres?q=books%20about%20democracy%20dying%20in%20america&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fm.media-amazon.com%2Fimages%2FI%2F71%2B%2BnkYi9OL._AC_UF1000%2C1000_QL80_.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2FHow-Democracies-Die-%25EB%258C%2580%25EB%258B%2588%25EC%2596%25BC-%25EC%25A7%2580%25EB%25B8%2594%25EB%259E%25AB%2Fdp%2F0241381355&docid=vJDv4nKoam9KtM&tbnid=ixBeB49PGT9CZM&vet=12ahUKEwje79T01-qQAxX8OfsDHVdhOusQM3oECBoQAA..i&w=629&h=1000&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwje79T01-qQAxX8OfsDHVdhOusQM3oECBoQAA


Or, can 
Democrats 
win in 2026 
and 2028, 
will results 
be honored, 
and can the 
legacy of 
Trump be 
reversed?

Trump's 'Humpty Dumpty' America: How ...

Yo

https://www.google.com/imgres?q=trump%27s%20america%20humpty%20dumpty&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi.ytimg.com%2Fvi%2F7UIhzglX6Wg%2Fhq720.jpg%3Fsqp%3D-oaymwEhCK4FEIIDSFryq4qpAxMIARUAAAAAGAElAADIQj0AgKJD%26rs%3DAOn4CLDW2PQflOl9rqiGv-4qOQHprnJdZA&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D7UIhzglX6Wg&docid=lmmeeZcP6Ph25M&tbnid=yI7VzMr-HdLLbM&vet=12ahUKEwie0oa4se2QAxUBVaQEHZaNNC4QM3oECBEQAA..i&w=686&h=386&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwie0oa4se2QAxUBVaQEHZaNNC4QM3oECBEQAA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7UIhzglX6Wg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7UIhzglX6Wg
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