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CS Semester 2
INTEREST GROUPS AND COLLECTIVE ACTION IN THE EUROPEAN UNION

The aim of this class is to study the organisation and the functioning of public and private
interest groups (such as trade unions, NGOs, business organisations, firms and social
movements) in the European Union. We will look both at the establishment of groups as
well as their internal and external working methods.

Public and private interests contribute to the generation, definition and in particular the
perception of issues in the European Union policy making processes. This class will
attempt to answer the following questions: Who is represented by interest groups at the
EU level? Who intervenes in EU agenda-setting processes? How do problems emerge, and
are framed by interest groups in the European Union realm? And finally, are interest
groups a danger or a force for the European democratic system?

Starting from a conceptual and theoretical approach, analysing interest groups both as a
notion and as actors in comparative political systems, we will look in a second part of the
class at a number of case studies.

Evaluation:

1. Group Work (max 3 students/paper): Presentation of one case study of
successful or failed interest representation (50%) and a collective 5000-
word essay (50%) on the influence (or absence) of interest groups in one public
policy/ directive/ regulation/ decision/judicial politics etc. of your choice. TNR 12,
Harvard citation style. To be handed in electronically on May 5th 2025, 23h59.
Participation in the presentation discussions is compulsory.
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SYLLABUS

1. Introduction
- The notion of interest groups
- Interest groups and the EU: the puzzle
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2. Interest groups and the State
- How do interest groups emerge?
- The diversity of State-group relations
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Cambridge: Harvard University Press

3. European Institutions and Interest Groups
- Access
- Institutionalized Representation
- Control
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4. Think tanks as interest groups
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5. Democracy, Governance and Interest Groups
- Political representation
- Participatory democracy
- Empirics
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6. Environmental Interests

- Environmental Interests
- The effects of European Integration
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7. Case Study 1
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8. Case Study 2
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9. Case Study 3
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