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The aim of this class is to study the organisation and the functioning of public and private 
interest groups (such as trade unions, NGOs, business organisations, firms and social 
movements) in the European Union. We will look both at the establishment of groups as 
well as their internal and external working methods.  
Public and private interests contribute to the generation, definition and in particular the 
perception of issues in the European Union policy making processes. This class will 
attempt to answer the following questions: Who is represented by interest groups at the 
EU level? Who intervenes in EU agenda-setting processes? How do problems emerge, and 
are framed by interest groups in the European Union realm? And finally, are interest 
groups a danger or a force for the European democratic system?  
Starting from a conceptual and theoretical approach, analysing interest groups both as a 
notion and as actors in comparative political systems, we will look in a second part of the 
class at a number of case studies.  
 
 
Evaluation: 

1. Group Work (max 3 students/paper): Presentation of one case study of 
successful or failed interest representation (50%) and a collective 5000-
word essay (50%) on the influence (or absence) of interest groups in one public 
policy/ directive/ regulation/ decision/judicial politics etc. of your choice. TNR 12, 
Harvard citation style. To be handed in electronically on May 5th 2025, 23h59. 
Participation in the presentation discussions is compulsory.  
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SYLLABUS 

 
1. Introduction 

- The notion of interest groups 
- Interest groups and the EU: the puzzle 

 
 
References : 
Baumgartner Frank and Leech Beth, Basic Interests: the importance of groups in politics 

and political science, Princeton, Princeton University Press 1998, Chapter 2 
Bernhagen, P., Dür, A., & Marshall, D. (2015). Information or context: what 

accounts for positional proximity between the European Commission and 
lobbyists?. Journal of European Public Policy, 22(4), 570-587. 

Beyers, J., Eising, R., & Maloney, W. (2008). Researching interest group politics in 
Europe and elsewhere: much we study, little we know?. West European 
Politics, 31(6), 1103-1128. 

Dür, A., Bernhagen, P., & Marshall, D. (2015). Interest Group Success in the 
European Union When (and Why) Does Business Lose?. Comparative Political 
Studies, 48(8), 951-983. 

Greenwood Justin, Representing Interests in the European Union, London, Palgrave 2011, 
Chapter 1 

Grossman Emiliano and Sabine Saurugger, Les groupes d’intérêt. Action collective et 
stratégies de représentation, Pars, Armand Colin, Collection U, 2012, Introduction 

Klüver, H., Braun, C., & Beyers, J. (2015). Legislative lobbying in context: towards a 
conceptual framework of interest group lobbying in the European Union. Journal of 
European Public Policy, 22(4), 447-461. 

Richardson Jeremy and Coen David, (dir), Lobbying the European Union, Oxford University 
Press, 2009 (Chapter 1) 
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2. Interest groups and the State 

- How do interest groups emerge? 
- The diversity of State-group relations 

 
 

References : 
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stratégies de représentation, Paris, Armand Colin, Collection U, 2012, Chapters 1 
and 2 

Molina Oscar and Martin Rhodes, « Corporatism: the Past, Present and Future of a 
Concept », Annual Review of Political Science, vol. 5, juin 2002, p. 305‑331 

Olson Mancur (1965), The Logic of Collective Action. Public Goods and the Theory of Groups. 
Cambridge: Harvard University Press 

 
 
 

3. European Institutions and Interest Groups 
- Access 
- Institutionalized Representation 
- Control 

 
References : 
 
Bouwen Pieter, McCown Margaret, “Lobbying vs. Litigation: political and legal strategies 

of interest representation in the European Union”, Journal of European Public Policy, 
2007, 14(3), 422-443 

Eising Rainer, “The access of business interests to EU institutions: towards elite 
pluralism?”, Journal of European Public Policy, 14(3), 2007, 384-403 

Eising, R., Rasch, D., & Rozbicka, P. (2015). Institutions, policies, and arguments: context 
and strategy in EU policy framing. Journal of European Public Policy, 22(4), 516-
533. 

Roederer-Rynning, C., & Greenwood, J. (2016). The European Parliament as a developing 
legislature: coming of age in trilogues?. Journal of European Public Policy, 1-20. 

 
 

 
 
4. Think tanks as interest groups 
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politics of ideas, Manchester, Manchester University Press 
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contribution of think tanks to policy advisory systems. Policy Sciences, 50(1), 105-
124. 
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5. Democracy, Governance and Interest Groups 
- Political representation 
- Participatory democracy 
- Empirics 
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Greenwood, J (2011) 'The lobby regulation element of the European Transparency 
Initiative: between liberal and deliberative models of democracy', Comparative 
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Greenwood, J., & Dreger, J. (2013). The Transparency Register: A European vanguard of 
strong lobby regulation ?. Interest Groups & Advocacy, 2(2), 139-162. 

Heidbreder, E. G. (2012). Civil society participation in EU governance. Living Reviews in 
European Governance, 7(2), 1-42.: http://www.livingreviews.org 

Saurugger Sabine, “Interest Groups and Democracy in the EU.”, West European Politics, 
31(6), 2008, 1272-1289 

Smismans Stijn (ed), Civil Society and Legitimate European Governance, Edward Elgar 
2006 

Steffek, Jens; Kissling, Claudia; Nanz, Patrizia (2007), Civil Society Participation in 
European and Global Governance: A Cure for the Democratic Deficit? Houndmills, 
Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan 

 
 
 
 

6. Environmental Interests  
 

- Environmental Interests 
- The effects of European Integration 

 
Références : 
 

http://www.sfb597.uni-bremen.de/homepages/steffek/publikationBeschreibung.php?ID=584&SPRACHE=en&USER=steffek
http://www.sfb597.uni-bremen.de/homepages/steffek/publikationBeschreibung.php?ID=584&SPRACHE=en&USER=steffek
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and Adaptation.  Cambridge University Press: Cambridge. 

Wahlström, M., Wennerhag, M., & Rootes, C. (2013). Framing “the climate issue”: 
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Warleigh Alex, « The hustle: citizenship practice, NGOs and ‘policy coalitions’ in the 
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Wurzel Rüdiger, A. Jordan and A. Zito, “New Environmental Policy Instruments (NEPIs) 
in the European Union. From Government to Governance?”, Political Studies 2005, 
53(3), 477-96.  

 
 

7. Case Study 1 
 
Theme(s) & Presenters :  
 
 
 

8. Case Study 2 
 

Theme(s) & Presenters :  
 
 
 

9. Case Study 3 
 

Theme(s) & Presenters :  
 

http://www.cairn.info/article.php?ID_ARTICLE=RFSP_581_0097

