
 

Academic English for First-Year POLIS 

Instructor 

Dr. Reia Anquet 
Email: reia.anquet@iepg.fr 

 

Course Description 

This course is designed to equip first-year POLIS students with the necessary 
academic English skills to succeed in their second year abroad. The focus is on 
improving writing, reading, listening, and speaking skills in an academic context. 
There are two hours of class per week. 

By the end of the course, students will be able to: 
• Write academic works following structured formats. 
• Read and analyse academic texts critically, using effective note-taking 

methods. 
• Give clear and well-structured presentations, using appropriate rhetorical 

strategies. 
• Engage in academic discussions and debates, responding to arguments 

logically and persuasively. 
• Develop listening comprehension strategies for lectures and discussions. 
• Apply academic integrity practices, including correct referencing and 

avoiding plagiarism. 

 

 

Content 

Academic Writing 
• Formal vs. informal English. 
• Sentence structure, clarity, and coherence. 
• Paragraph structuring. 
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• Essay writing (thesis statements, introductions, body paragraphs, 

conclusions). 
• Summarising and paraphrasing. 
• Writing reports and case studies. 
• Proofreading and self-editing techniques. 

Reading & Research Skills 
• Skimming and scanning techniques. 
• Identifying arguments and key points in academic texts. 
• Note-taking strategies (Cornell method, mind mapping). 
• Finding credible sources and referencing. 
• Avoiding plagiarism. 

Listening & Comprehension 
• Understanding academic lectures. 
• Recognising signposting language. 
• Taking structured notes while listening. 
• Strategies for understanding different accents. 

Speaking & Presentations 
• Structuring an academic presentation. 
• Effective use of visuals (PowerPoint, handouts). 
• Persuasive speaking techniques. 
• Handling Q&A sessions. 
• Seminar discussions and debates. 

 

 

Assessment 

Assessment Component Weight (%) 
Attendance & Participation 20% 

Oral Exam (End of Semester 1) 10% 

Continuous Assessment (Assignments & In-Class Work) 70% 



 
Attendance & Participation (20%

) 

Oral Exam (10%) 

• A 10-minute debate (5-minute preparation time) carried out with another 
student from Sciences Po 

 

Continuous Assessment (70%) 

• Weekly assignments, in-class writing tasks, reading and written 
comprehension exercises, and group discussions. 

 

 


